





 This chapter will elaborate background of the study, the research question, 
the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and limitations of 
the study, and also the definition of key terms. The following section will be 
explaining below. 
 
1.1 Background of the Study 
The teaching method for young learners and adults is very different. That 
statement was supported by Harmer (2001), he stated young learners, especially 
those who have the ages from six to twelve years old, have different learning from 
the older learners, adolescents, and adults. They have a small span of attention; 
when behavior is extremely stimulating, they can easily get bored and lose contact 
after about 10 minutes (Harmer, 2001). The young learners (six until twelve years 
old) can not focus for a long time. So, the teacher is supposed to understand what 
the student needs (including teaching method, teaching technique, and learning 
style) to make the students enjoy and understand the lesson.  
A word-family of 8.000 to 9.000 is needed to understand written text and 
6.000 to 7.000 for spoken text. So, if people did not have a rich vocabulary, they 
would have difficulties understanding the text and they would be very hard to 
speak English well. Vocabulary knowledge is an important aspect of the study of 
foreign languages, since the meanings of new words are frequently stressed, 




the greatest importance to language learners (Alqahtani, 2015). Having a rich 
vocabulary is very important. In the children’s world, the students have a good 
memory, so it will be a good choice when the children remember and try to 
memorize more about vocabulary. 
Teachers always need some methods to teach the lesson, this lesson is 
specifically on the Vocabulary of the English Language. In this research, the 
researcher chooses the Total Physical Response (TPR) Method to teach the 
English Language and Direct Method as a comparison which will be more 
effective to learn new vocabulary. Helping learners to make physical gestures to 
understand what they have learned and communicated with their environment 
facilities learning by applying the information to similar situations (Hwang et al., 
2014). Total Physical Response (TPR) is a teaching methodology that provides 
body motion like a waving, nodding, and shaking hand. TPR Method makes a 
comparison between kinesthetic and cognitive aspects. Therefore, the researcher 
wants to know which is the more effective teaching method between Total 
Physical Response (TPR) and Direct Method to teaching vocabulary in the 3rd 
grade SD Muhammadiyah 01 Malang. 
Research by Nursakinah (2017) entitled ”Improving Student’s Vocabulary 
Mastery Through Total Physical Response Method at 5th Grade of SDI Daarul 
Fikri Dau Malang”, showed the result that the TPR approach is effective in 
helping students learn the target language because students practice vocabulary 
directly in a specific context. From Nursakinah, the researcher knows that TPR is 
an effective method to teach vocabulary at the elementary school level. That 




Effectiveness of Teaching Vocabulary Through Total Physical Response 
Method”, showed the result that, there was a major influence on the use of the 
Total Physical Response approach in teaching vocabulary. So those research, have 
the same result that the Total Physical Response Method is an effective method to 
learn a new vocabulary for young learners. 
 
1.2 Research Questions 
1. Is there a different result between the TPR method and the Direct method 
with students’ vocabulary development on 3-A at SD Muhammadiyah 1 
Malang? 
 
1.3 The Purpose of the Study 
1. To examine the different result between the TPR method and the Direct 
method with students’ vocabulary development on 3-A at SD 
Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 
 
1.4 The Significance of the Study 
The researcher hopes that the result from this research will be a benefit for 
elementary school teachers or the fresh graduates who want to try to teach the 
young learners, by knowing the students’ wants, students’ needs, and students’ 







1.5 The Scope and Limitation of the Study 
The scope of the study is to focus on improving students' vocabularies to 
learn English Language Lesson in SD Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. It is more 
focused on the 3rd Grade Elementary School to feel enjoyable when they 
remember the new vocabulary on English Language lessons. The limitations by 
observing the class conditions in English language lessons. And then giving a 
TPR Method and Direct Method to teach the students. Finally, giving an 
assessment related to the new vocabulary that has been given into the TPR 
technique. 
 
1.6 Definition of Key Terms 
To avoid misinterpretation in understanding the terms related to the study, the 
researcher provides the definition of Total Physical Response (TPR) Method, 
Direct Method, Vocabulary, and Young Learners. The following section will be 
explaining below. 
1. Total Physical Response (TPR) Method 
One of the main principles in TPR is to use body motion or actions to 
explain listening and comprehension (Hwang et al., 2014).   
2. Direct Method  
Direct Method is a method that uses the target language and drilling 
stressing (Hidayati, 2019). 
3. Vocabulary 
Vocabulary is a collection of lexemes, including single terms, compound 




on communication, that sentence support by this statement, “vocabulary is a core 
component of language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well 
the learners speak, listen, read and write” (Richards & Renandya, 2002).  
4. Young Learners 
Young learners are children between the ages of six and eleven who are 
willing to know and learn more (Harmer, 2001:38). 
 The explanation above is the reason why the researcher wants to analyze 
students' responses when teaching with TPR Method, students’ responses when 
teaching with Direct Method. It is expected to give an insight into fresh graduates 
to teach English for Young Learners and also for teachers in elementary school to 
teach English Language. 
